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Cetdti si biserici fortificate din Transilvania

in centrul vechilor agezdri rurale infiinlate de colonittii satiin provincia Transilvania in secolul

al Xll lea se afl5 cete o bisericb intiriu cu ziduri de apbrare, care servea altidate qi ca loc de

refugiu i^n caz de primejdie. Aceste bisericifortificate (secolele Xlll-XVl), av;nd aspectul unor

mici ceti_ti, au fost ridicate indeosebi dup; marea invazie t;tar; din 124'1, in urrna careia

regiunea a fost pustiit;. Domin6nd imprejurinrile, une e dintre ele aveau chiar ti dou;-tre;

incinte, turnuri, drumuri de strajd deasupra zidurilot barbacane ti pasaje secrete. inAunhu,

dea ungul zidurilor se inSiruiau c;mbrile,in careiti depozitau s;tenii proviziile ti undese

relrageau cand satele le erau atacate.

Bisericile cetali transilv;nene nu sunt unice in lume, dar sunt valoroase prin originalitatea

sistemului defensiv de tip lSrinesc ii prin densitatea lor. Ca urmare a izolirii lot departe de

alte influen!e, au pistrat multe elemente arhaice,

dispbrute in celelalte p;rli. lmpresionantb este ti
.oncentrarea lor intr-un teritoriu nu foarte intins.

Dac; inalnte in Transilvania existau 300 de biserici

lorlificatF. a<la,idoar 150 dp salp mai pa<tredza

asemenea conStructii.

Desiincadrandu se,inmare,inacelatitipar,bisericile

fortificate sunt totuficAt se poate de deosebite una

de cealalt;. Unele conservd e emente neobignuite,

de influen-t; cistercianS (ca la Prejmer) ori baroc;

(ca la lghiSu Nou), sau alte curiozita_tiarhitecturale

(precum turnul masiv de deasupra bisericii

Biserica fortificat; din Archita (secolul Xl l)

Ihe Archito Fartifi ed Chu rch (1 3th centu ty)
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gi capela romanicb alipitA laturii sudice, de la Axente Sever), iar altele imbin; elemente

romanice, gotice ti neoclasice {ca la Cristian, judelul Bragov). Pe ziduri au fost descoperite

picturi murale, ascunse sub un strat de zugr;veal; dupd Reform; (in urma ';reia 
au fost

interzise cu stricte-te imaginile religioase figurative). Numeroase biserici p6streazi obiecte

lucrate de aurarii 5i argintarii din vechile burguri medievale, sculpturi din piatr;5i lemn,

mobilier decorat cu motive tradilionale sdsetti, orgifoarte ve.hi ti valoroase sau orologii din

secolulal XVI lea (precum celde la Hirman)

Din p;cate, multe dintre aceste cet;Iii6r5netti, aflate sub tutela bisericii din centrul lor, au

ajuns intr o stare preca16, aproape de pr;butire in unele cazuri Mottenirea sagilor, care

ti au abandonat satele in

timpul perioadei comuniste,

dar ti dup; 1990, emigrand in

Germania, este in pericol de

a dispdrea. Dac; tapte dintre

aceste biserici - Biertan, Calnic,

Dar.iiu, Prejmet Saschiz, Valea

Viilor ti Viscri - au fost incluse

pe Lista Patrimoniului Mondial

UNESCo, multe altele risc; sd se

deterioreze din cauza proastei

intre!ineri; unele (Archita, lghitu

Nou) sunt aproape uitate de

lume. lar cateva fac obiectul

unor programe de restaurare.

Salii de laVis.ti / Saxans from Viscri
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I, u r aI far tv e s s e s att cl fa r't ifie cl ch'ut" che s

lD tlte aenfre af each rurol seitJemeni faun(1eal by lhe

sdxons ii the llanonioD provin@ ol frcnsylvdtlict

it) the l)ih century slt1t1d, a .llutch fottified t^titl1

(Jcfensive vrllls, ,,r11ici1 also used Io serve css a reit.ttle

it1 ti|nes af ddnqet. ivlas. of these fattified dttltl hes

(1 3tli l6llt .entuties) rcsetnble s.ldll farttesse5

dnd \,\/ere bLtill atllet tlte great Tortdt iilv(l5ion of

1)'t1, \^1lten the land was plund?red. Dantinatiriq

fheit sLircLtndi gs, scne of thent hdd lv\/o ar threc

enceintt, tav/cts, seDttie\".|'/alkvroys at1 tap af Lhe

,l,talls, b.t tbicdns, d n.1 searet pa3\.tUervays lt1side, the

vldlls werc lined with srcreroatns, vr'hete the villageB

kepi theit laacl supplics dtld where lhey took shelter

v/hen tl-tcit villoqe\ \,'/ere attdckecl.

lt(ln5llvotlia,sfatttes\ ahutches orc nat Ltni(Juein ther,,/o d,bLrttl)eydtesiqnifrcdtltfortheotigiDallty

of tlteir rural type defenstt/e sy3letn and for their ttunlber. Since they \t/ere loDq se'hded, iat frctn

iaieigntnfluencet,theyhovekeptnanydrhLlicelementtth(tthdveloDqsinaedisappeatedinothet

Dd s. lt is inpft:ssive how D)ony af ihetn caD be [oLlnd withi]1 a rothet lttlttrcd at ea Therc I tsed La be

l0A iaraified.ltLicLtes inTronsylvoni.l, but taday anly 15A villaget stillprcsetve sucl) strLl'turcs

Althauqh byand ldBebuiltanthe5.n e patfenl, lhe fottifie.l cllut . hes orc distilctfton en.h othet.

5orre hnve unLtsLtal fecllLltes, aisterciaD (Prcjnet) ot tsarcclLte lghisu 
^lou) 

inflLlences, ot other

rr.hite.tu)al novelties (such as lhe nossive tawer (tbave the .hLttch and Ronan ahapel adjahed

! s. l.; 5nl:i de la Axerrre scver (se.olu X V),.1 lrlrnu . opotn l; p dliLintrc nnva piLrari 5ilorr p'rtn!Jona

ifu Hatt atrtt.h fto|t Lxcnte sev.t ttlth e|tLtry), nh ? beilto\,/tr pltl.ed betwe.n the s(luute nav. aid th.
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to the south wall at Axente Sevet), while others combine Roman, Gothic ond Neoclassic elements

(Cristian, Bratov County). Thet walls have rcvealed murals beneath laye6 of plqster applied aftet

the Reformation (which sttictly banned figwative rcligious images). A/lany churches hove preserved

items fashioned by the goldsmiths andthe silvesmiths oftheold mediaevalbutgs, stone andwood

corvings, fumitute decorated with Saxon motifs, very old and valuable oryan' and clocks dating

from the 16th centuty (such asthe oneatHdman).

Unfortunotely, many of the fottified churches hove bodly deteriorcted and in some cases ore

near to.ollapse. The heitage ofthe Saxons, who left thet villoges during communism and aftet

1990 to emigrcte to Germany, is in danger ofextinction. Seven ofthe chutches Biettan, CAhic,

DAiiu, PtejmeL Soschiz, Volea Viilor and Viscti - have been listed as UNESCO World Heritage

sites. However, many are ot risk of decay due to poor maintenance; others (Atchita,lghitu Nou)

have fqllen into oblivion, since they ate in vety rcmote ateas. Restotdtion wotk on some of the

churches have been started by both the Romonian ondforeign authotities.

Cetatea din CA ln ic / C.i/ni. Folt/es
SaIul Biertan / EiettanVillaqe >


